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The Studies and Economic Media Center (SEMC) is one of the leading civ-
il society platforms specializing in supporting free media and promoting 
transparency and development in Yemen. Since its establishment, the 
SEMC has worked to build a professional and independent media environ-
ment through projects and programs focused on developing journalists’ 
skills, advocating for freedom of expression, and monitoring economic is-
sues and reforms as a fundamental pillar of any sustainable democratic 
and developmental transformation.

In response to the challenges facing press freedoms in the country, the 
SEMC launched the Yemeni Media Freedoms Observatory (Marsadak) in 
2016 as a professional mechanism to monitor and document violations 
against journalists and media institutions and outlets in accordance with 
human rights standards. The Marsadak produces monthly and annual re-
ports and analyses that shed light on the state of press freedom across 
various regions of Yemen.

The Marsadak  works to defend freedom of the press and media in Yem-
en and contributes to raising public awareness of freedom-related issues 
through campaigns, training sessions, and awareness-raising workshops. 
In addition, it issues annual and analytical reports that track general 
trends and provide practical recommendations aimed at improving the 
media working environment in Yemen.

About the Studies and Economic Media Center (SEMC) 
and the Yemeni Media Freedoms Observatory (Marsadak) 
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Over the years, the Marsadak has become a trusted reference for research-
ers and international organizations concerned with press freedom, and a 
reliable source of information and analysis on the realities and trends of 
Yemeni media.

In addition to monitoring violations against journalists, media workers, 
press and media institutions, Marsadak provides legal support and assis-
tance to victims of violations, as well as legal consultations for journalists 
working on in-depth reports and investigative journalism. Since 2023, it has 
also offered psychological support and counseling directly through a spe-
cialized clinic in Taiz, and via remote communication in other Yemeni gov-
ernorates, supervised by qualified psychological consultants. Furthermore, 
the Marsadak  provides digital safety support when journalists or media 
workers face digital threats that endanger their work or digital identity.



6

The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference came as a continuation of an ongoing 
process of collective action and professional reflection on the state and trans-
formations of Yemeni journalism. Since its first edition in 2021, the Yemeni Me-
dia Conference has served as an annual platform bringing together journalists, 
academics, and media stakeholders to discuss the challenges facing media 
freedom and explore ways to strengthen it amid a complex political, economic, 
and security environment.

The Fourth Edition, held from 2 to 6 November 2025 under the slogan “Stand-
ing Together to Defend Media Freedoms,” further consolidated this approach of 
relevance and diversity. It expanded the scope of discussion to include digital 
transformations and AI and their impact on journalistic work, in addition to is-
sues of protection and legal, psychological, and digital support for journalists. 
The Conference reaffirmed solidarity as a unifying professional value, detached 
from any affiliations unrelated to journalism and media.

Compared to its previous editions, which focused primarily on building profes-
sional awareness and strengthening the capacities of journalists and media 
institutions and outlets in conflict contexts, this year’s Conference stood out for 
its greater diversity in themes and participants, and for its openness to criti-
cal analysis of experiences and the broader media environment. This gave the 
Conference a participatory character that combined dialogue and training.

This 2025 Conference targeted journalists across various Yemeni governorates, 
journalism students, academics, media professionals, civil society organiza-
tions, as well as international actors supporting media freedom. As such, it con-
stituted a unique space for dialogue and the exchange of expertise between 
two generations of journalists, and a bridge connecting the media community, 
experts and those interested in journalism and media affairs in Yemen.

Conference Overview



7

The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference was held under the slogan “Stand-
ing Together to Defend Media Freedoms,”  from 2 to 6 November 2025. The 
Conference was organized by the Yemeni Media Freedoms Observatory 
(Marsadak) affiliated with the Studies and Economic Media Center (SEMC), 
with the support of the Ministry of foreign affairs of the Netherlands, as 
part of the Media Freedom Support Program in Yemen.

The Conference was held virtually, via Zoom, and served as an inclusive 
national forum bringing together journalists, researchers, academics, 
practitioners, and stakeholders concerned with issues of press freedom 
and freedom of expression in Yemen. It aimed to strengthen journalists’ 
capacities and to foster in-depth discussion on the key issues and chal-
lenges facing Yemen’s media landscape.

A total of 520 participants took part in the Conference, including male and 
female journalists, fact-checkers, academics and researchers, civil socie-
ty and human rights actors, and individuals interested in journalism and 
media. Male participants accounted for 68.5%, while female participation 
reached 31.5%, with broad representation from various Yemeni governo-
rates, as well as from Arab countries including Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and Al-
geria.

The Conference featured 10 main sessions, distributed as follows:

•	 Five panel discussions addressing issues of press freedom, transi-
tional justice, feminist journalism, media between authority and 
the public, and professional solidarity.

• Two training sessions focusing on AI and data journalism.

•	 Three hybrid sessions combining discussion, training, and aware-
ness-raising, blending interactive dialogue with practical application.

Summary
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A total of 27 speakers, including 7 women, contributed to the sessions. The 
sessions were moderated by 10 moderators, 6 of whom were women, rep-
resenting 60% of the total number of moderators.

Prior to the Conference, two on-the-ground awareness sessions were con-
ducted on 30 October 2025, coinciding with Media and Information Literacy 
Week. The sessions aimed to enhance students’ awareness of the funda-
mentals of critical and responsible engagement with digital content, tar-
geting 75 male and female secondary school students from 26 September 
Boys’ School and Al-Shaheed Al-Hakimi Girls’ School in Taiz Governorate.

In parallel with the Conference, a specialized training workshop titled 
“Strategies for Digital Content Production and the Use of Artificial Intelli-
gence Tools in Journalism” was implemented from 2 to 5 November 2025. 
The workshop brought together 22 male and female journalists represent-
ing 22 independent media outlets from 8 Yemeni governorates.

The Conference sessions addressed 10 main thematic areas, combining 
discussion-based topics, such as press freedom, professional solidarity, 
transitional justice, media between authority and the public, and feminist 
journalism, with training and awareness-oriented themes, including digi-
tal transformation, AI, data journalism, leveraging professional opportuni-
ties, digital and psychological safety, and legal protection.

The Conference emphasized several key issues related to journalism 
and media in Yemen, which can be summarized as follows:

1.	 Reaffirming professional solidarity as a fundamental value for 
protecting journalists and independent journalism, and strength-
ening joint efforts among media institutions, unions, and civil so-
ciety organizations.
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2.	 Calling for the development of the legal and administrative 
framework governing journalists’ works and ensuring a safe en-
vironment for practicing the profession, free from restrictions and 
violations.

3.	 Enhancing the sustainability of independent media institutions 
and outlets through the diversification of funding sources and 
openness to new economic models.

4.	 Integrating AI technologies and data journalism into editorial 
practices within clear professional and ethical standards.

5.	 Supporting feminist media initiatives and transforming them 
into legally recognized institutional entities that ensure fair rep-
resentation of women in newsrooms and decision-making posi-
tions.

6.	 Developing national training programs for legal, professional, dig-
ital, and psychological protection for journalists as an integrated 
safety framework.

7.	 Consolidating the concept of journalism as a public service orient-
ed toward society and citizens and restoring trust between the 
media and the public.

The Conference concluded by reaffirming that building a free, professional, 
and independent media sector constitutes a fundamental pillar for achiev-
ing justice and peace in Yemen, and that free journalism is a gateway to 
awareness and societal change.
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In addition to the opening session, which officially launched the Fourth Yem-
eni Media Conference and featured remarks by the Minister of Information, 
Culture and Tourism, Moammar Al-Eryani; the Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands to Yemen, H.E Jeannette Seppen; and the Chairman of 
the SEMC, Mustafa Nasr, the Conference included ten sessions distinguished 
by their diversity and intellectual depth. These sessions ranged from panel 
discussions to training workshops, as well as hybrid formats combining both, 
and were delivered by experts, academics, and legal professionals.

10 Sessions Rich in Diversity and Depth

Panel Discussions

These sessions addressed the most pressing structural and professional 
challenges facing Yemeni journalism, focusing on freedom of expression, 
professional solidarity, the role of media in achieving transitional justice, 
and the position of journalism between authority and the public, within a 
complex national and regional context.

Full session is available here.

https://youtu.be/bIGsUW56PDE?si=bJ06fwD6ZOaKgI3f
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The Conference opened with this session, which offered an in-depth assess-
ment of the state of press freedom in Yemen in recent years, amid escalat-
ing violations that have increasingly become systematic practices by conflict 
parties against journalists and media outlets.
The session highlighted the normalization of repression and the absence of 
legal accountability, as arbitrary arrests, extra-legal trials, and security in-
terrogations have become routine tools to silence independent media and 
restrict freedom of expression.
Key contributions included:
•	 Mohammed Esmail, Executive Manager of the SEMC, emphasized that 

the absence of solidarity within the journalistic community has exac-
erbated the profession’s fragility, leaving journalists to face violations 
individually, an environment that conflict actors exploit amid the frag-
mentation affecting both journalists and media institutions.

 Yemeni Media Between Repression, Lack of
Accountability, and the Challenges of Recovery
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•	 Afraa Al-Hariri, lawyer and legal expert, stressed the legal contradic-
tions that have opened the door to violations, calling for a legal pro-
tection framework issued through an exceptional presidential decree 
that reflects current realities and provides fair redress for journalists 
and their ongoing efforts.

•	 Fathi bin Lazraq, Editor-in-Chief of Aden Al-Ghad newspaper and web-
site, explained that the lack of freedoms in areas controlled by various 
parties has created a suffocating environment for journalistic work, de-
spite differences in the severity of measures and prosecutions between 
Houthi-controlled areas and government-controlled areas.

•	 Raphael Vagliano, Senior Legal Officer at the Centre for Law and De-
mocracy, called for the activation of international treaties related to 
the protection of journalists, emphasizing that Yemen is a party to 
these treaties and must fulfill its obligations.
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•	 Hamoud Munsar, journalist and TV correspondent for several region-
al and international media channels, pointed to the extensive profes-
sional erosion affecting Yemeni media, stressing the need for structural 
solutions to enable journalists to continue working under the umbrella 
of independent media, with improved income conditions and the crea-
tion of sustainable economic projects.

•	 Nabil Al-Soufi, journalist and Editor-in-Chief of News Yemen website, 
underscored the importance of rehabilitating journalists and devel-
oping collective awareness to confront challenges and keep pace with 
current transformations through serious, high-quality journalism that 
builds responsible national awareness around core societal issues.

The session concluded that building a free and independent media sector 
in Yemen begins with restoring professional solidarity, activating legal ac-
countability, and ensuring a safe environment for journalistic work.
Full session is available here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0oxlbdb80A
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This session examined the impact of political and geographic fragmenta-
tion on the journalistic community and how this reality has led to profession-
al disintegration and weakened solidarity among journalists, undermining 
the media’s ability to defend press freedom as a unifying national value.
Woman journalist and Yemeni Journalists Syndicate board member Fati-
ma Mutahar affirmed that the current divisions have deprived journalists 
of a shared free space that unites them as one profession. Ali Al-Faqih, 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Al-Masdar Online news website, emphasized that 
solidarity should not be based on political affiliation but on professional 
principles and the public’s right to information.
Journalist and media lecturer at the University of Aden Abdulrahman Anis 
argued that war has erased the boundary between media and politics, 
leading to the erosion of trust among journalists.
Participants agreed that restoring the spirit of professional solidarity is an 
urgent necessity to rebuild an independent and cohesive media landscape 
that serves the public interest rather than narrow alignments.
Full session is available here.

Press Freedom in Yemen and
the Need for Solidarity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwwNL6wZybY
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This session explored the pivotal role of media in supporting transitional jus-
tice through fact documentation, exposing violations, and building public 
awareness of victims’ rights. It emphasized the shift from conventional news 
coverage to documentation that can serve as evidence within transitional 
justice mechanisms.
Badar Farrukh, Human Rights Officer at the UN Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights in Yemen, stated that media is a key partner 
in shaping a collective memory grounded in truth and national consensus, 
stressing journalists’ responsibility in crafting a unified narrative that does 
justice to victims and forms the basis for a shared future.
Journalist and trainer Yassin Al-Zakri emphasized that journalism must be 
evidence-based and responsive to people’s priorities, noting that journalists 
express the voice of the people, and the people are the ultimate judges.
The session concluded with a call to build journalists’ capacities in human 
rights documentation and in-depth investigations to enable them to play 
an effective role in the transitional justice process.
Full session is available here.

From the News Story to Evidence: The Role 
of Media in Achieving Transitional Justice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf9wbBK8PNQ
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This session addressed the challenge of balancing public service with political 
polarization, raising a fundamental question: does Yemeni media today speak 
to authority or to citizens? Dr. Waheeb Oziban, Dean of the Faculty of Media 
at the University of Aden, explained that university media curricula aim to keep 
pace with professional transformations in the Arab region and do not rely on 
a single model, but rather adopt approaches implemented by at least three 
Arab universities. Dr. Abdullah Bakhash, Head of the Media Department at the 
Mahrah University, offered a critical reading of the impact of division on the 
media system, noting that fragmentation has extended beyond institutions to 
audiences themselves, an observation supported by studies he has conducted 
in recent years. Ahmed Al-Zurqa, General Manager of Belqees TV, noted that 
polarization has produced propaganda-driven media that lacks credibility 
and public trust. Dr. Naser Arram, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
at University of Saba Region in Marib, stressed the need to return journalism to 
its core function: serving society and holding power to account.
The session concluded that restoring trust between journalism and the public 
requires adopting solutions journalism and service-oriented journalism that 
produces content addressing citizens’ needs rather than partisan agendas.
Full session is available here.

Journalism Between Authority and the 
Public: For Whom Is the News Written?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9TJ1oc6Nvo
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This session discussed the challenges facing female journalists in Yemen and 
the role of feminist initiatives in amplifying women’s voices. It emphasized the 
need to integrate gender perspectives into media policies and strengthen 
women’s presence in decision-making positions.
Reem Al-Fadhli, Managing Editor of Hodaj Platform, stated that portraying 
women solely as victims reinforces weakness rather than empowerment, 
calling for a shift in media coverage toward highlighting women’s capabil-
ities and contributions.
Former Minister of Information Dr. Nadia Al-Sakkaf argued that the concept 
of “women’s journalism” requires deconstruction, stressing that issues should 
be shared across genders and not confined to the current phase in Yemen.
Amal Al-Siblani, Managing Editor of Noon Wa Shin Platform, called for trans-
forming feminist initiatives into legally recognized institutional entities capa-
ble of achieving sustainable impact.
The session concluded by affirming that empowering women in media is a 
prerequisite for building a fair and inclusive professional environment.
Full session is available here.

Feminist Journalism in Yemen:
From Challenge to Impact

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9TJ1oc6Nvo
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These sessions focused on developing the capacities of journalists 
and media institutions in digital transformation, AI, transitional 
justice, data journalism, and leveraging professional opportunities.

Training and Hybrid Discussion–
Training Sessions

This session discussed the funding crisis and sustainability of independent media 
institutions amid digital transformations and declining international support.
Media development researcher and practitioner Dr. Basheer Aldhorai stated 
that independent media cannot thrive without clear government support 
and diversified funding sources, noting that sustainability depends on stra-
tegic management that balances strengths, opportunities, and challenges.
Journalist and media programs manager Sarah Abdallah emphasized that 
digital transformation is a cultural and institutional process requiring staff 
training, the use of AI tools, and production adapted to available resources 
amid limited support and funding.
Full session is available here.

Independent Journalism Facing Survival 
Challenges and Digital Transformation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0-u0VxfQlM
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Presented by AbdulLatif Haj, CEO of the Journalism and Artificial Intelli-
gence Network in the Middle East and North Africa.
Participants were introduced to the nature of artificial intelligence, its ap-
plications in journalism, and key tools that help journalists manage time 
and improve editorial performance.
The session focused on ethical considerations related to AI use, such as 
privacy protection and avoiding content manipulation, emphasizing that 
technology is a supportive tool, not a substitute for journalists.
Full session is available here.

Artificial Intelligence: Opportunities 
for Use and Ethical Considerations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCg8yw9qA5s
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Journalist and data journalism expert Amr Eleraqi delivered this workshop, 
which explored the shift toward data journalism as an advanced profession-
al pathway in Yemen.
Aleraqi emphasized that working with data requires critical awareness and 
rigorous research methodology, noting that data is not an absolute truth 
but material that requires interpretation and analysis. He stressed the im-
portance of transparency in presenting data sources and building trust with 
audiences.

Full session is available here.

Data: The Story of Journalism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=zl2fz3gNKeTpUR1e&v=3SFWdCSswsc&feature=youtu.be


22

This hybrid discussion–training session was delivered by investigative jour-
nalist and Al Jazeera investigations collaborator Aseel Saraih, and Hamed 
Fathi, Editor of the Investigations Unit at Muwatin Media Network.
The session explored how journalists can leverage regional and interna-
tional opportunities by developing pitching skills and creative thinking in 
presenting journalistic proposals.
Saraih called for moving beyond traditional formats and adapting ideas 
to modern platforms, while Fathi emphasized cross-border thinking and 
openness to regional collaboration.
The full session is available here.

How Can We Benefit from
Opportunities?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPShF5iwUus
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This closing hybrid session featured  Dr. Khaled Nasser, trauma and mental 
health consultant; Raghda Al-Maqtari, lawyer and human rights activist; 
and Hussam Al-Waziri, ICT and digital security consultant. The session ad-
dressed legal, digital, and psychological protection for journalists.
Dr. Khaled Nasser stressed the importance of psychological balance in con-
fronting professional pressures; Al-Maqtari emphasized legal awareness to 
avoid violations; and Al-Waziri provided practical digital safety guidance, 
including password management, two-factor authentication, and antivirus 
protection.

The session concluded that prevention begins with awareness and cul-
minates in an institutional culture that prioritizes safety as a professional 
standard.

Full session is available here.

From Prevention to Protection:
 How Do We Protect Ourselves?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUICaaEBGgI
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Media and Information Literacy for 
High School Students

As part of the activities of the Fourth Yemeni Media Conference, the SEMC con-
ducted two awareness-raising training sessions on media and information liter-
acy on Thursday, 30 October 2025. The sessions targeted students from 26 Sep-
tember Boys’ School and Al-Shaheed Al-Hakimi Girls’ School in the city of Taiz, as 
part of the pre-conference activities and in conjunction with Global Media and 
Information Literacy Week.
A total of 75 male and female secondary school students participated in the two 
sessions, which were delivered by Dr. Mujeeb Al-Humaidi, a media and information 
literacy expert. The sessions aimed to enhance students’ awareness of the funda-
mentals of critical and responsible engagement with digital content and to deepen 
their understanding of the contemporary media environment, including AI and its 
growing implications for learning patterns, behavior, and time management.
The sessions focused on integrating media literacy concepts into students’ daily 
lives by discussing the challenges of digital space, the risks associated with ex-
cessive use of modern technologies, and by unpacking the role of AI in shaping 
human awareness and content production. They also included practical activities 
and interactive discussions designed to stimulate critical thinking among partic-
ipants, enable them to engage with media content more consciously, and help 
them distinguish between the opportunities offered by the digital world and the 
risks associated with it.
These sessions form part of a comprehensive approach adopted by the SEMC to pro-
mote a culture of media and information literacy among various segments of society.
More details are available here.

Pre-Conference Activities and
Accompanying Events

https://economicmedia.net/en/?p=3654
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In the context of the accompanying activities of the Fourth Yemeni Media Confer-
ence, the SEMC concluded, on 5 November 2025, the implementation of the first 
training course on digital content production strategies and the use of AI tools in 
journalism. The course was designed as a practical track that complemented the 
professional discussions raised by the Conference on digital transformation and the 
sustainability of independent media in Yemen.
The four-day course provided an applied training space aimed at empowering inde-
pendent media institutions and outlets to professionally and responsibly employ AI 
tools, thereby improving the quality of media content and producing more impact-
ful and in-depth digital stories. Twenty-two male and female journalists represent-
ing 22 independent media outlets from eight Yemeni governorates participated in 
the course, engaging in intensive hands-on training focused on integrating smart 
technologies across various stages of journalistic and editorial work.
This training course was implemented as part of the Program to enhance the sus-
tainability of media institutions and outlets in Yemen, underscoring the importance 
of shifting from a predominantly theoretical training approach to the development 
of practical skills capable of responding to rapid technological transformations, and 
strengthening the capacity of independent media to evolve their production models 
and content in line with digital changes, while serving the public’s right to access 
professional and reliable information.
More details are available here.

Strategies for Digital Content Production and the 
Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools in Journalism

https://economicmedia.net/en/?p=3702
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The slogan of the Fourth Yemeni Media Conference, 
“Standing Together to Defend Media Freedoms,” tru-
ly reflected its message. The conference brought to-
gether hundreds of journalists, activists, and aca-
demics, discussed developments in journalism, the 
importance of digital security, the protection of jour-
nalists, and the strengthening of professional solidari-
ty among them. Most importantly, it provided journal-
ists with a space to express themselves and to speak 
about the violations they face.

The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference came to break 
the suffocating constraints that have long burdened 
journalism in Yemen. It placed all the challenges facing 
the profession on the table and offered practical, ap-
plicable alternatives. We extend our thanks to every-
one behind this bold and purposeful initiative aimed 
at developing and modernizing journalistic tools.

My participation in the Fourth Yemeni Media Confer-
ence was an inspiring and intensive experience. It al-
lowed me to benefit from the experiences of veteran 
journalists and to acquire new knowledge that con-
tributed to developing my professional skills, strength-
ening my conviction in the importance of continuous 
learning and professional solidarity.

Perspectives on the Conference

Amal Wahish – Woman Journalist

Omar Al-Omqi – Journalist

Abdul Salam bin Sama’a – Journalist
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Journalists in Yemen rarely have access to high-quali-
ty professional events. The Fourth Yemeni Media Con-
ference was an important professional addition, par-
ticularly in exposing misinformation and addressing 
artificial intelligence. We hope the fifth edition will be 
developed with in-person participation and ongoing 
training that enhances journalists’ skills throughout 
the year.

The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference, organized by the 
Studies and Economic Media Center (SEMC), focused on 
protecting journalists amid war and restrictions on 
freedoms, and discussed through specialized sessions 
ways of advocacy and support. Its convening repre-
sents an important step toward strengthening press 
freedom and building a conscious media generation.

The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference represented an 
important intellectual and professional milestone. 
It added skills and knowledge that contribute to de-
veloping my media work despite the challenges and 
pressures we face as male and female journalists. 
It was also distinguished by the presence of a select 
group of journalists, experts, and researchers who 
discussed issues of freedoms, technological develop-
ments, and the future of media in Yemen.

Saqr Abu Hassan – Journalist

Ayman Faraj – Media Student

Manal Amin – Woman Journalist
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The Fourth Yemeni Media Conference concluded with a set of outcomes and 
recommendations reflecting participants’ discussions and deliberations 
across the various sessions. These outcomes present an integrated vision 
for developing Yemen’s media landscape, strengthening press freedom, en-
hancing professional sustainability, and laying the foundations for inclusive 
professional solidarity.

  Participants called for the establishment of an independent national 
mechanism to monitor and document violations against journalists 
and to legally follow up on such cases. They also emphasized activat-
ing the role of unions and media organizations in defending journalists, 
stressing that professional solidarity is an ethical value that should not 
be tied to political or geographic affiliation, but rather to press free-
dom for all. The participants further called for reviewing national me-
dia legislation to ensure the protection of freedom of expression and to 
prevent trials conducted outside legal frameworks.

  The outcomes emphasized the need to support and sustain independ-
ent media by diversifying funding sources and avoiding reliance sole-
ly on external support. They encouraged partnerships with the pri-
vate sector to protect the right to access information and called for 
adopting strategic plans within media institutions based on resource 
management, skills development, and opportunity investment. This 
includes integrating artificial intelligence technologies into journalistic 
work in a professional and ethical manner that ensures credibility, as 
well as supporting collaborative initiatives among independent media 
outlets to produce joint content.

  The sessions highlighted the importance of media as a tool for docu-
mentation and for supporting justice processes by exposing violations 
and amplifying victims’ voices. They called for training journalists to 
produce stories and investigations that meet evidentiary standards 
suitable for accountability mechanisms, and for establishing inde-
pendent national platforms to document violations that contribute to 
building a unified collective memory. The discussions emphasized the 
complementary relationship between media and transitional justice in 
building a society based on truth and accountability.

Outcomes and Recommendations
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  Participants reaffirmed the need to redefine journalism as a public ser-
vice that responds to community needs and strengthens accountability 
and transparency. They encouraged the adoption of solutions journal-
ism and service journalism to bring media closer to audiences, called 
for updating journalism curricula to keep pace with contemporary 
transformations and rebuild trust between media and the public, and 
recommended developing updated codes of conduct to ensure the in-
dependence of journalism from authority and politically driven funding.

 The recommendations stressed the importance of integrating data 
journalism into academic curricula and training programs, equipping 
journalists with skills in data collection, analysis, and cleaning, promot-
ing transparency in presenting data sources and access methods, and 
encouraging media institutions to establish specialized data journal-
ism teams capable of producing in-depth analytical content.

  The Conference emphasized the need to enhance journalists’ skills in 
pitching and presenting story proposals to regional and international 
platforms, adopting cross-border story ideas that situate Yemeni issues 
within broader contexts, and expanding Arab and international media 
partnerships to increase opportunities for publication and impact.

  Participants called for empowering women in media decision-making 
positions, integrating gender issues into media policies, transforming 
feminist initiatives from individual efforts into legally recognized and 
effective institutional entities, and changing the stereotypical portray-
al of women in media from victims to active agents of change with in-
fluential presence.

  The outcomes stressed the necessity of adopting institutional policies 
for professional, digital, and psychological safety within media institu-
tions, establishing specialized protection units within unions and insti-
tutions, enhancing journalists’ legal awareness to avoid publishing vi-
olations and ensure fact-checking prior to publication, and reaffirming 
that digital security has become a core component of professional pro-
tection through adherence to safe procedures and regular preventive 
practices.
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Yemen Media Freedoms Observatory 
(MARSADAK) is a monitoring and infor-
mation platform aimed at disseminat-
ing all matters relating to freedoms of 
opinion and expression in various Yem-
eni regions in a professional and inde-
pendent manner, as well as, analyzing 
and advocating for journalists’ issues 
at the local and international levels.

https://marsadak.org/

The Studies and Economic Media Center 
(SEMC) is a leading Yemeni civil society 
organization dedicated to promoting 
economic awareness, transparency, and 
good governance. It actively encourages 
citizen participation in decision-mak-
ing processes and advocates for the 
development of a professional and 
responsible media landscape in Yemen. 

https://economicmedia.net/


